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With a focus on conceptual thinking and the design process, students are exposed to many design 
methods and tools that encourage them to push the boundaries of creativity. It is the only program in 
the nation’s capital that is accredited by the Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA). 
 
Semester​ Course     Credits​ Title​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Type  
 
Freshman (optional)​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
CIAR ​​ 1000 ​ ​ 3​ Modern Architecture and Design (GPAC)​ ​ Dean’s Seminar 
 
Sophomore​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Spring  
CIAR ​​ 2100 ​ ​ 6​ Studio 1​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Core Studio  
CIAR ​​ 2125 ​ ​ 3​ Intro to Graphic Communications ​ ​ ​ Support Studio  
CIAR ​​ 2150 ​ ​ 3​ Beginning Sketching for Designers ​ ​ ​ Support Studio  
 
Junior​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Fall  
CIAR ​​ 3200 ​ ​ 6​ Studio 2 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Core Studio  
CIAR ​​ 3225 ​ ​ 3​ Interior Materials and Color Theory​ ​ ​ Lecture  
CIAR ​​ 3250 ​ ​ 3​ Introductory Digital Drafting Tools ​ ​ ​ Support Studio  
 
Spring 
CIAR ​​ 3300​ ​ 6​ Studio 3 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Core Studio  
CIAR ​​ 3325 ​ ​ 3​ Interior Design History and Culture (GPAC) ​ ​ Lecture  
CIAR ​​ 3350 ​ ​ 3​ Basic Sustainability Strategies ​ ​ ​ Lecture  
 
Senior​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Fall   
CIAR ​​ 4400 ​ ​ 6​ Studio 4 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Core Studio  
CIAR ​​ 4425 ​ ​ 3​ Fundamentals of Lighting and Acoustics ​ ​ Lecture  
CIAR ​​ 4450W ​ 3​ Pre-Design for Studio 5 (WID) ​ ​ ​ Support Studio 
 
Spring  
CIAR​ ​ 4500 ​ ​ 6​ Studio 5 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Core Studio  
CIAR ​​ 4525W ​ 3​ Professional Practice (WID) ​ ​ ​ ​ Lecture  
CIAR ​​ 4550 ​ ​ 3​ Building Systems: Methods and Processes​ ​ Support Studio  
 
CREDIT SUMMARY 
The 60 CIAR credits listed above are required. Additional GPAC, University Writing, and elective credits are 
required by GW CCAS. 120 total credits are required to graduate with a BFA in Interior Architecture. 
 
NOTES 
Students have the opportunity to study abroad in the Spring semester of their Junior year. 
Core studios meet 9 hours per week, support studios meet 4-1/2 hours per week, and lectures meet 2-1/2 
hours per week. 


