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The IA MFA Program is for students who excelled in their undergraduate studies and received a 
bachelor’s degree in a subject other than interior design or architecture.  The IA MFA program is a 
rigorous, five-semester 60-credit curriculum that takes two years to complete, starting in the fall 
semester only.  It is the only program in the nation’s capital that is accredited by the Council for Interior 
Design Accreditation (CIDA). 
 
With a focus on conceptual thinking and the design process, students are exposed to many design 
methods and tools that encourage them to push the boundaries of creativity.  The studio-based MFA is 
a terminal degree which also allows for teaching at the university level. 
 
Semester Course      Credits Title       Type  
 
First Year              
Fall 
CIAR   6100  6 Studio 1 Graduate     Core Studio 
CIAR  6125  3 Graphic Communications    Support Studio 
CIAR  6150  3 Sketching Architecture and Design   Support Studio 
 
Spring  
CIAR   6200  6 Studio 2 Graduate     Core Studio  
CIAR   6220  3 Interior Design History and Culture   Lecture 
CIAR   6250  3 Digital Drafting and Modeling    Support Studio 
 
Summer 
CIAR  6300  6 Studio 3 Graduate (8-weeks)    Core Studio 
CIAR  6320  3 Interior Materials and Color Theory (6-weeks) Lecture 
CIAR  6350  3 Sustainability and the Built Environment (6-weeks) Lecture 
 
Second Year              
Fall 
CIAR   6400  6 Studio 4 Graduate     Core Studio 
CIAR   6425  3 Lighting and Acoustics    Lecture 
CIAR   6450  3 Research Seminar for Studio 5   Support Studio 
 
Spring 
CIAR   6500  6 Studio 5 Graduate     Core Studio 
CIAR   6525  3 Practicum      Lecture 
CIAR   6550  3 Structures and Building Systems   Support Studio 
 
CREDIT SUMMARY 
The 60 CIAR credits listed above are required. 
 
NOTES 
Corse studios meet 9 hours per week, support studios meet 4-1/2 hours per week, and lectures meet 
2-1/2 hours per week. 


