
What is the partnership?
An agreement made between George Washington University, the Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art
and the National Gallery of Art created a new initiative to facilitate immersive learning, art-making and
interdisciplinary research that will drive exhibitions, performances and curriculum at the Corcoran School.

The partnership includes space for students, artists, community members, museum professionals and
faculty to collaborate as well as opportunities for students to gain hands-on learning with National Gallery
experts. We want to foster work that is civically engaged, interdisciplinary and collaborative. The work will
be experimental and help us consider how to do what we do differently.

What is the partnership doing now?
The partnership is supporting a three-year residency program (2024-2027) with For Freedoms , an
artist-led organization that centers art as a catalyst for creative civic engagement, discourse, and direct
action.

The residency is driven by a theme of interdependence and supports long term projects that have a
lasting impact on the school, the National Gallery, and broader DC community beyond the typical school
year schedule.

For Freedoms will develop collaborative programming centered around research, inquiry, and experiments
that expand systematic modes of thinking and participation within traditional art structures. Civic
engagement will be a central component running through the programming series.

How can faculty and staff get involved?
The primary way for faculty and staff to be involved is by participating and attending the public programs
hosted this fall and spring. We will also be holding a series of organized conversations to facilitate idea
development and collaboration.We strongly encourage faculty and staff to attend the Open Studio
hours, starting September 5 running every Thursday from 3-6pm on the second floor, which is a space
where faculty and staff can connect directly with either a For Freedoms member, the program manager,
and a NGA staff member to have conversations and let ideas develop organically.We will hold monthly
“wrap-ups” where For Freedoms, Corcoran, and NGA staff will be on site providing an update on
everything coming up and engagement opportunities. For those unable to attend the “wrap-ups”, faculty
and staff will receive an additional monthly newsletter with updates & programming information.

If you are interested in getting your students/class involved this year, or you have an idea that you want
to propose for future engagement you can submit your inquiries through this form.

https://corcoran.gwu.edu
https://www.nga.gov
https://www.forfreedoms.org/about
https://forms.gle/azjENAsGQqsfwUqs5


What is the first residency event planned?
For Freedoms Residency Launch (a convening) - October 4-6, is a multi-day series of programs officially
launching the residency program with For Freedoms. The series will take place at both the Corcoran Flagg
Building and the National Gallery of Art.

Programming will introduce For Freedoms artists & projects to our community. It includes conversations
to initiate research & project ideation and a collection of installations to inspire future exhibition
possibilities.

Some artists included:
● Danny Mekonnen - musician
● Wesaam Al-Bardy - documentary filmmaker
● Jess Ingram - social practice organizer & visual artist
● Autumn Breon - performance artist
● Nandita Raman - visual artist & researcher

Public Talks:
● Wide Awakes: Then & Now with John Grinspan & Helina Metaferia
● Where do we go from here? With Hank Willis Thomas, Eric Gottesman, & Nekisha

Durrett

Who do I contact if I have any questions?
The program manager for the partnership is Babette Pendleton. You can email her at
bpendleton@gwu.edu or Corcorannga@gwu.edu.

mailto:bpendleton@gwu.edu
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