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Software in CSAD labs Where can students get it?
General Adobe Creative Cloud http://go.gwu.edu/adobe 

MS Office https://it.gwu.edu/microsoft-office-365-free-gw-community-0

CAD/BIM Autodesk AutoCAD https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/featured

Enscape https://enscape3d.com/educational-license/ 

3DS Max no student version, only a 30-day free trial

Vectorworks https://student.myvectorworks.net/ 

Rhino not free; student version = $195; https://www.rhino3d.com/sales/north-america/ 
United_States

VRay not free, student bundle = $149/year; https://store.chaosgroup.com/educational/product/1-year-term-
vray-edu-collection

SketchUp not free; student version = $55/year; https://www.sketchup.com/plans-and-pricing-promo#for-higher-
education 

Solidworks not free; student edition = $99; https://www.cleverbridge.com/1566/purl-StudentEdition

Blender https://www.blender.org/download/ 

Revit https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/featured

Fusion 360 https://www.autodesk.com/education/free-software/featured 

Photo Photo Mechanic not free: students can purchase a full license for $59, and to do that, they can just email from their edu 
address, and they’ll send back a coupon code for the discount.

Video Cinema 4D https://www.maxon.net/en-us/learn/educational-licenses/students-and-instructors/ 

Access cloud drives, virtual 
apps and desktops

Citrix http://citrix.com/receiver - once installed, CCAS services are here: apps.ccas.gwu.edu
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GWID, NetID & Columbian 
Cloud accounts



There are three types of accounts you 
will be given by the university to access 
different services: 

+ GWID 
+ NetID 
+ Columbian Cloud 

… What are they?



Your GWid is what you use for really 
sensitive stuff with the university,  
usually regarding employment. Your 
GWId looks like this: 

G12345678 
(A letter ‘G” followed by 8 
numbers.)



Your GWid is one of the first things you get at GW. 
It’s created by the Division of Information Technology 
(GW IT). If you have problems, contact GW IT at:  

http://it.gwu.edu 
Phone: 202-994-4948  
ithelp@gwu.edu 

If you’ve forgotten your GWID, you can retrieve  
it here: 

https://my.gwu.edu/mod/gwid/index.cfm
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Your NetID is what you use to access 
your GW gmail, Gweb, calendars, 
Blackboard, Lynda, Adobe, and other 
services. Your Net ID is your GWU email 
address without the @gwu.edu part. 
You can claim your NetID, or if you’ve 
forgotten you password, reset it here: 

https://identity.gwu.edu/claim/
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It’s also maintained by the Division 
of Information Technology (GW IT). 
If you’re having problems resetting 
your password, contact GW IT at:  

http://it.gwu.edu 
Phone: 202-994-4948  
ithelp@gwu.edu
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Your Columbian Cloud account is what you 
use to log into computers in the labs in 
Columbian College. This includes access to 
a personal cloud drive, and shared class 
drives. 

If you need to reset your password, go here: 

https://password.ccas.gwu.edu/PMUser/



You should have already received an 
email from Office of Technology 
Services (OTS) with information about 
setting up your Columbian Cloud 
account. If you haven’t, or run into 
problems, contact OTS: 

202-994-HELP  
ots@gwu.edu
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Important: Using Adobe in the labs 
With the release of Creative Cloud 2019, Adobe has changed the 
way the software licenses work on lab computers. For each work 
session, you will need to: 
  
1. Log into the lab computer with your Columbian Cloud account 

(the generic login will not give you access to CC.)  
2.Launch any Adobe app; a login dialog will appear. 
3. In the “User” field type your full NetID (user@gwu.edu) and hit 

“return”  (no password needed here.) 
4.You will be redirected to a GW single sign-in. 
5.Use your NetID without “@gwu.edu” and your NetID password. 

Yes, it’s complicated. <sigh>

mailto:user@gwu.edu
mailto:user@gwu.edu


Other resources



How do I get the discounted 
FREE version of Creative 
Cloud? (Yes! it’s free for 
enrolled CCAS students!)



Go to adobe.com and 
click on Sign In…

 and 



Type in your NetID with @gwu.edu 
and hit TAB. No password here…

NetID with @gwu.edu



You’ll be redirected to this 
screen. Type in your NetID 
(without the @ email stuff) 
and your password, then hit 
the Login button.

You’ll be redirected to this 
screen. 
(without the @ email stu



You’re in! Next, click 
on Desktop apps…



From here you can download any of theAdobe apps. Highly 
recommended though, is first Creative Cloud Desktop.



After you have 
downloaded and 
installed, it will 
appear in the menu 
bar of your desktop.

After you have 



And again, type in your NetID with 
@gwu.edu and hit Continue.



And again, this screen will pop up. 
Type in your NetID (without the @ 
email stuff) and your password, 
then hit the Login button.



Now the Desktop app is 
connected with your account info, 
you can use it to download all of 
the apps, and you won’t need to 
keep signing in.



Additional documentation can 
be found at  

http://go.gwu.edu/adobe
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How do I access Lynda.com? 
Lynda training has been has been upgraded 
to LinkedIn Learning but it is still free for 
faculty and students! Go to this address: 

lynda.it.gwu.edu 

From there you will be re-directed to 
LinkedIn Learning…
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Click here…



You’ll log in using your NetID (your GW 
email, followed by your password.)



Voila! Once you’re in, search 
away for courseware.



In addition to GW Google Drive 
(associated with your GW mail), the 
university now offers GW Box for online 
cloud storage and collaboration. It’s 
free and offers unlimited storage space. 
For more info about accessing it, go to  
https://it.gwu.edu/gw-box-now-
available
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