
STUDY ABROAD GW INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

The IA curriculum is designed so that students have the option to study abroad the spring semester 
of their junior year, which is the third semester of the IA program. Students are responsible for 

selecting an abroad program that offers courses that are the equivalent to those outlined in the third 

semester IA curriculum, or for ensuring that all third semester course requirements are taken before 

graduation. Applications for spring study abroad programs open in late summer and close in mid 

fall. The IA program also offers short-term study abroad programs in the summer. These programs 

are typically two weeks in length, and are announced through the IA program.

when can I go?

how do I apply?
GW Office of Study Abroad (OSA) Advisor approval is required for credits to be granted towards 

graduation requirements. To begin exploring your study abroad options, visit passport.gwu.edu and 

use the Program Search tool to find schools that fit your criteria. It is also wise to connect with the GW 

Office of Study Abroad and an advisor as soon as possible to get extra support as you begin planning. 

Visit studyabroad.gwu.edu/steps-study-abroad for detailed steps on how to begin applying.
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where can I go?

Copenhagen
DIS Scandinavia

London
University of the Arts

Berlin
Berlin International University of Applied Sciences

Paris
Paris College of Art

Barcelona
CIEE Global Architecture and Design

Florence
Syracuse University

Sydney
University of New South Wales

IA students have studied in countries around the 

world through OSA.  It’s up to you to find a 

program in your dream city.  Below are some of 

the programs where IA students have studied.

Through the IA short-term summer study abroad 

program, students have studied in Rome, 

London, Paris, Copenhagen, Berlin, Milan, and 

Barcelona.

Berlin is such a rich cultural city with so many hidden 
gems to explore. 
Alexa Grieg, CIEE Berlin

It was fascinating to see the differences in teaching 
styles, and how both brought us to the same end goal of 
developing as interior designers.
Caitlin MacGregor, IFSA London

what classes do I take?
YOU MUST TAKE 6 CREDITS OF STUDIO TO FULFILL YOUR STUDIO 3 REQUIREMENT:
1. Find a studio course(s) offered at your abroad institution + get prior approval from your IA advisor

2. If the studio courses at your abroad institution are 3 credits each, you must take two studios to transfer as 6 credits

YOU MUST DO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO FULFILL YOUR CONCEPTS IN MODERN ARCHITECTURE REQUIREMENT:
1. Take Dean’s Seminar CIAR 1000 Modern Architecture + Design during freshman fall semester (open to sophomores if space)

2. Find a history of architecture/design course offered at your abroad institution + get prior approval from your IA advisor

3. Take CIAR 3325 Concepts in Modern Architecture during your senior year (with the junior cohort)

YOU MUST DO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO FULFILL YOUR BASIC SUSTAINABILITY DESIGN 
STRATEGIES REQUIREMENT:
1. Find a replacement sustainability course at GW (select from the courses on list + take before or after you go abroad)

2. Find a sustainability course offered at your abroad institution + get prior approval from your IA advisor

+ more!

One of our projects was to design an exhibit space in 
which we showcased traditional and modern Danish 
furniture designers
Claire Bainlardi, DIS Copenhagen





study abroad helpful information
below is a list of course equivalents from CATS* that IA 
students have previously taken + gotten approval for

*students should confirm these prior to registering


