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Final Approval for Listing 
(All are Corcoran programs, half will continue under GW) 

1. BA in Art Studies (to close by May 2018) 
2. BFA in Digital Media Design (continuing) 
3. BFA in Interior Design (to close by May 2018) 
4. BFA in Photojournalism (continuing) 
5. BFA/ MAT in Teaching (to close by May 2018) 
6. MA in Art and the Book (future status undetermined) 
7. MA in Art Education (to close by May 2016) 
8. MA in Exhibition Design (continuing) 
9. MA in Interior Design (to close by May 2016) 
10. MA in New Media Photojournalism (continuing) 
11. MAT in Teaching (to close by May 2016) 

 
Renewal of Final Approval 
(All are Corcoran programs continuing under GW) 

12. BFA in Fine Art 
13. BFA in Graphic Design 
14. BFA in Photography 

 
Plan Approval and Final Approval for Listing 
(All are continuing GW programs) 

15. BA in Art History 
16. BFA in Interior Architecture and Design 
17. Combined BA in Art History and MA in Art History 
18. MA in Art History 
19. MA in Art Therapy 
20. MA in Art Therapy Practice 
21. MFA in Fine Arts 
22. MFA in Interior Architecture and Design 
23. MFA in Production Design 
24. Graduate Certificate in Exhibit Design 

 
Plan Approval 

25. BA in Fine Arts (GW approved, effective fall 2015; revision of current program) 
26. BA in Fine Arts and Art History (GW approved, effective fall 2015) 
27. BA in Fine Arts and MA in Art Therapy (GW approved, effective fall 2015) 
28. MEd in Arts Education (GW enrolling summer/fall 2016) 
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Other degrees offered and included in the Self-Study but which are not submitted for formal NASAD 
review because their mission, goals, and objectives do not appear to fall under the purview of 
NASAD (All are continuing GW programs) 

29. MA in Museum Studies 
30. Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies 
31. MAT in Museum Education 
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Preface: Transition and Opportunity 
 

For more than 120 years, the Corcoran College of Arts + Design (as it became in 1999) operated as an 
integral part of the Corcoran Gallery of Art. Over time, both the Gallery and the College became well- 
established landmarks in downtown Washington, DC. The College last submitted a full self-study to 
NASAD in 2002 and the College’s academic programs had their accreditation renewed in 2003. But a 
great deal has changed since. 

 
Hard Times at the Corcoran: During the early 2000s the combined Corcoran Gallery/College 
organization fell on increasingly difficult times. Corcoran leadership sought a continuing place in a fast- 
changing city overflowing with other museums, most especially the National Gallery of Art, the Phillips 
Gallery, and several Smithsonian art museums. Failure in the early 2000s to raise sufficient funds to 
construct a planned museum addition designed by Frank Gehry made clear to all that the Corcoran was 
not doing well. Changing personnel, inadequate fund-raising, and the difficulty of operating a paid 
admission museum amidst a host of free competitors combined to eventually force the institution to 
consider closing down. Through this difficult period, the College was something of a neglected stepchild 
suffering its own leadership and facilities issues amidst often deferred spending. 

 
For a brief period in 2013-14, the Gallery’s leadership worked toward a merger with the University of 
Maryland, College Park, and a scheme was agreed upon which planned to continue the operation of 
both in their existing locations. For a variety of reasons, this plan fell through early in 2014. At that 
point, the Corcoran turned to the National Gallery of Art and George Washington University (the latter 
had held inconclusive talks with the Corcoran two years earlier). After considerable negotiation, in mid- 
2014 a unique three-way agreement was signed that effectively terminated continuation of the 
Corcoran Gallery, while providing an ongoing future for its collections, buildings and the College. The 
Corcoran’s substantial art holdings were given to the National Gallery (which will keep something under 
a third, farming out the remainder to DC-area institutions), while the landmark 17th St Flagg/Pratt 
museum building, a Georgetown teaching building, and the College went to neighboring George 
Washington University. After an extended court proceeding brought about by those unhappy with this 
plan, on August 18, 2014, the District of Columbia Superior Court approved the pending cy pres petition 
to transfer ownership. Final papers were signed by leaders of the Corcoran, George Washington 
University, and the National Gallery on August 22, 2014. 

 
As this was merely days before the start of the fall semester, pressure on all concerned was high. While 
the University had undertaken considerable planning before final agreement, it understandably could 
make no commitments, financial or otherwise. With the agreement signed, the University’s Corcoran 
management team moved into high gear supervising daily operations as well as future planning. A  
report of a “significant change” was filed with Middle States on September 1st. Given the sudden end of 
the Corcoran as an operating institution, fast action was needed to get student and other records 
updated, financial aid correctly recorded with the federal government (and process no-interest loans so 
Corcoran students would have money to pay the rent and buy books and food as it would take three 
months before the federal government would approve their loans), and to shift IT and administrative 
systems to be in line with those of George Washington. An interim director and associate director (both 
members of the George Washington faculty) were appointed to administer day-to-day operations, 
reporting to the dean of the university’s Columbian College. The Corcoran webpage was rapidly updated 
to parallel events and giv e prospective students a touch point. Program planning meetings of Corcoran 
and George Washington faculty concerned with the arts were (and are) ongoing. Several “all hands” 
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meetings of Corcoran faculty, students, and staff were held with Columbian College administrators to 
keep the newest members of the George Washington community in touch with what was going on. 

 
Over the next six months, the Gallery’s art holdings were inventoried, packed, and moved from the 
Corcoran to the National Gallery. George Washington University (a) extended one-year contracts for full- 
time Corcoran faculty and (b) promised existing (legacy) students up to four (undergraduate) or two 
(graduate) years to complete their academic programs at or near existing Corcoran tuition rates. The 
Corcoran School became part of the university’s Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, and its arts 
education programs came under the direction of GW’s Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development, though remaining a part of the Corcoran School. 

 
The College, renamed as the Corcoran School of the Arts and Design, continued to operate during the 
2014-15 academic year in its established locations: the 17th St. (Flagg/Platt) building’s lower levels as 
well as studios in the former Fillmore public school building in Georgetown (that accommodated about 
40 percent of Corcoran classes). In June 2015, the Fillmore building was emptied and sold, proceeds 
from the sale going to support substantial repair of the Flagg/Platt building, and its modification for (a) 
fuller use Corcoran School, as well as (b) provision of several upgraded second floor gallery spaces for 
eventual National Gallery exhibitions. 

 
During 2014-15, extensive assessment of the Corcoran’s physical plant and planning for future repairs 
and change took place—and continues today. Consultants were retained and a search began for a new 
School Director in 2015. A successful search resulted in hiring Sanjit Sethi to be the new director of the 
Corcoran School. He will begin his leadership role on October 1. (See Appendices B and C for an 
announcement about his appointment and a copy of his CV.) In addition, both an architect and 
construction firm were brought under contract for the multi-year multi-million dollar project to upgrade 
the Flagg/Platt building. At the same time, extensive faculty program planning discussions took place 
through the year. 

 
The Future: And what is to come? Corcoran and GW faculty (now one and the same—the terms are now 
used only in the geographical sense) are into deep discussions about how best to meld once separate 
programs. In one case—interior design—the decision was “made” when Corcoran faculty resigned just 
after the August 2014 agreement was signed. Legacy Corcoran students continue to receive the program 
they signed up for, but the two still separate programs have been physically merged on the GW Mt. 
Vernon campus. But there remain numerous examples of arts programs and courses that are presently 
(mid-2015) duplicated between Foggy Bottom and 17th St. Some Corcoran offerings will close after the 
teach-out period (four years for undergrads; two for grad students) given for legacy students to 
complete their degrees has expired. This process will lead to a somewhat different Corcoran than in the 
past---as a broader and more viable school of the arts and design closely integrated within the liberal 
arts. 

 
This self-study, then, describes a Corcoran School of Arts and Design that in 2015 is immersed amidst 
the most extensive period of change in its long history—organizationally, physically, and academically. 
Corcoran students (both legacy and new admits) already have access to a wide array of GW student 
support services, housing, dining, and over 450 student interest groups. The relationship with GW 
provides students with a quality and quantity of programs, amenities and services that they never could 
have experienced within the Corcoran as a stand-alone institution. The pages that follow provide a 
detailed description of this transition process along with our plans for the revitalized Corcoran School of 
the near future. 

















http://www.gwu.edu/node/77
http://www.gwu.edu/node/84


http://tlc.provost.gwu.edu/
http://tlc.provost.gwu.edu/node/255


http://virtualtour.gwu.edu/%23!UMAP_2013090592962


http://virtualtour.gwu.edu/%23!UMAP_2013090528014










http://undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/
http://corcoran.gwu.edu/undergraduate-admissions








http://corcoran.gwu.edu/graduate


http://graduate.admissions.gwu.edu/campus-visits
http://virtualtour.gwu.edu/
https://www.gwu.edu/list-graduate-programs?field_school_tid%5B%5D=523




https://studentconduct.gwu.edu/guide-student-rights-responsibilities
https://studentconduct.gwu.edu/guide-student-rights-responsibilities
http://corcoran.gwu.edu/




















http://corcoran.gwu.edu/designcorps




http://www.gwu.edu/%7Efellows/GTAP/orientation.html
























































































http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-students-put-face-diplomacy
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography


http://dawnwhitmorephotography.blogspot.com/2015/02/washington-post-sprint-arts-preview-gun.html
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/sam-corum-bfa-%E2%80%9912-finds-narrative-ferguson
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-alumna-wins-college-photographer-year-award
http://www.featureshoot.com/2014/12/soft-nude-portraits-challenge-representations-black-male-body-nsfw/
https://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-photographers-win-fotoweek-dc-awards-0
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-students-put-face-diplomacy






































































































































































































http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-students-put-face-diplomacy
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-student-explores-latin-identity-through-photography
http://dawnwhitmorephotography.blogspot.com/2015/02/washington-post-sprint-arts-preview-gun.html
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/sam-corum-bfa-%E2%80%9912-finds-narrative-ferguson
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-alumna-wins-college-photographer-year-award
http://www.featureshoot.com/2014/12/soft-nude-portraits-challenge-representations-black-male-body-nsfw/
https://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-photographers-win-fotoweek-dc-awards-0
http://gwtoday.gwu.edu/corcoran-students-put-face-diplomacy










http://advising.columbian.gwu.edu/g-pac-courses)






















http://advising.columbian.gwu.edu/g-pac-courses)
















































































































































http://theatredance.columbian.gwu.edu/node/94
http://www.arenastage.org/
http://www.folger.edu/
http://www.olneytheatre.org/
http://www.olneytheatre.org/






































http://bulletin.gwu.edu/arts-sciences/gpac/


http://bulletin.gwu.edu/
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